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IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT 

UTILITIES COMPANY AND CAP ROCK 
ENERGY CORPORATION FOR THE 
APPROVAL OF THE SALE OF CERTAIN 
ELECTRIC UTILITY PROPERTIES IN 
ARIZONA AND THE TRANSFER OF THE ) 
CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND 
NECESSITY FROM CITIZENS TO CAP ROCK ) 

1 
APPLICATION BETWEEN CITIZENS ) 

) 
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- .  -. I_ _. - 3 

DOCKET NOS. E-0 1032A-00-0 163 
E-0 1032B-00-0 163 
E-O1032C-00-0163 
E-0385 1A-00-0163 

RESPONSE TO JOINT MOTION TO 
SUSPEND THE PROCEDURAL 
SCHEDULE 

The Arizona Corporation Commission staff (“Staff’) hereby responds to the Joint Motion 

to Suspend the Procedural Schedule filed by Cap Rock Energy Corporation (“Cap Rock”) and 

Citizens Utilities Company (“Citizens”). Cap Rock and Citizens have asked the Commission to 

indefinitely suspend this proceeding. They offer to file a status report by November 17,2000, at 

which time they intend to revisit the continued suspension of the procedural schedule. Staff opposes 

any indefinite suspension. 

The Commission has already granted these parties several extensions. Each time a 

suspension is granted, the timeclock requirements of A.A.C. R14-2-212.E are suspended; when the 

suspension expires, the timeclock picks up where it left off. After each extension, Staff and the other 

parties to this proceeding have markedly less time to evaluate any new information provided, and 

the Commission has less time to process the amended application. This does not create a problem 

if the amendments are not substantial. But we must consider the circumstances of this case: these 

parties have already been granted several extensions, the information in the current application may 

already be stale, and any subsequent amendments to the application will likely contain substantial 

new information. As a practical matter, the parties’ subsequent filing may be equivalent to an 

entirely new application. It would be unfair to expect Staff and intervenors to review--and the 
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Commission to process--what may amount to a new application in the time left on the old timeclock. 

For these reasons, Staff opposes any indefinite extension in this matter. 

Cap Rock and Citizens will not be prejudiced by the denial of a suspension. Since they do 

not want to process their application at this time, they may simply withdraw it without prejudice. 

They may refile a new application whenever they choose. This result protects the public from a 

hurried review and allows Cap Rock and Citizens to file whatever they want whenever they want. 

For these reasons, Staff opposes the Motion to Suspend. Staff suggests that the Commission 

terminate the application if the applicants do not wish to proceed at this time. Any termination of 

the application should be without prejudice. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 30' day of October, 2000. 

Arizona Cox$oration Commission 
(602) 542-3402 

Original and fifteen copies of 
the foxgoing document filed 
this 30 day of October, 2000 with: 

Docket Control 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Copy cf the foregoing mailed 
this 30 day of October, 2000 to: 

Citizens Utilities Company 
2901 North Central Avenue, Ste 1660 
Phoenix, Arizona 85012 

L. Russell Mitten, I1 
Citizens Communications Company 
High Ridge Park 
Stamford, Connecticut 06905 

Michael C. Dotten 
Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe 
200 S.W. Market Street 
Suite 1750 
Portland, Oregon 9720 1-57 18 
Attorneys for Cap Rock 
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Andrew W. Bettwy 
Debra Jacobson 
Southwest Gas Corporation 
524 1 Spring Mountain Road 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89 102 
Intervenor 

Christine L. Nelson 
Civil Deputy County Attorney 
Post Office Box 7000 
Kingman, Arizona 86402-7000 
Attorney for Intervenor Mohave County 

Christopher C. Hitchcock 
Hitchcock, Hicks & Conlogue 
Post Office Box 87 
Copper Queen Plaza 
Bisbee, Arizona 85603-0087 
Attorney for Intervenor Sulphur 

Springs Valley Electric Cooperative 

Joel Bell 
IBEW Local 769 
3232 North 20* Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
Intervenor 

Scott Wakefield, Esq. 
RUCO 
2828 N. Central Ave., Suite 1200 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 

Walter W. Meek, President 
Arizona Utility Investors Association 
2 100 North Central Avenue 
Suite 210 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 

Marvin Lustiger 
5 105 North 79th Place 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85250 
Intervenor 

By: 
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